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A Thuismitheoir dhil,

Beatha agus sláinte daoibh ! We hope that you all had a relaxing mid-term break and that you had the chance to have some fun together as a family. I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge ‘go raibh míle maith agaibh’ to all parents and guardians who have been supporting children with their learning at home. We appreciate that it is difficult to juggle all the roles and responsibilities being placed on parents at the moment and we commend all the efforts being made to ensure that the children’s learning continues. Please be assured that both myself and all the staff here at Gaelscoil Aodha Rua are here to support you as we move forward. 
Minister’s Announcement

The Minister for Education made an announcement last week regarding a phased return to school. We have not received any further guidance from the Department of Education regarding the outworkings of these arrangements yet, but will forward as soon as possible. The information we do have to date is as follows:

· Pupils in Ranganna 1-3 will return to school for two weeks on Monday 8th March and will return to remote / supported home learning from Monday 22nd March until Easter.

· Pupils in Ranganna 4-7 will continue with the supported home learning arrangements until Easter. 

· The school will close on Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th March for St Patrick’s Day and will close at 11am on Thursday 1st April for Easter. 

Home Learning Rewards

We have large numbers of children who are working really hard and are submitting excellent work on Seesaw and Google Classroom. Many of these children were rewarded for their efforts at the end of January and many more received rewards today. We have had several word millionaires on Accelereated Reader and a number of children who have mastered all levels on Maths Facts in a Flash. We will award prizes again before St Patrick’s Day, so please encourage your child to do their best between now and then. 

Non-engagement in Home-Learning

We understand that some families may be caring for sick relatives or dealing with a bereavement at the moment and are unable to commit to the demands of the home-learning at this time. All families are different and all families face different challenges, but as always, we pledge our support to you and assure you that we empathise with you, whatever your circumstances. However, EA have directed schools to record children who are not submitting their home-learning tasks as an ‘unauthorised absence’. If your child is unable to complete their home-learning tasks for a particular reason, please contact the school to explain this and we will endeavour to provide you with extra help and support. Do not put yourselves under pressure to complete every single task – just do your best and try to get one or two activities done each day and let us know if we can provide any extra help or guidance. 
Supported Home Learning

Our supported home learning packages have gone home today for the week ahead. Some classes may have been provided with reading books, other may be using digital plaforms for reading this week, due to the large numbers of reading books which have still not been returned. From next week onwards, we will only be providing new reading books to those families who return their books each Friday. If someone else is collecting your pack, please send the reading books with them. If you still have reading books at home, we would really appreciate it if you could return them as soon as possible.

Digital Learning Platforms

We remind you that we have a range of digital learning platforms available to support children’s learning. Many of these platforms involve ‘paid’ subscriptions and are quite expensive and we encourage all families to make as much use of them as possible in the coming weeks:

· Accelerated Reader (Rang 5-7) – new targets have been set
· Oxford Reading Buddy (Rang3-4)

· Maths Facts in a Flash (Ranganna 4-7)

· Seomra Nuachta / Newsdesk (Ranganna 4-7)

· Nessy (Rang 5/6)

· Léigh Anois (Ranganna 1-4)

· CCEA Irish games – accessible for each band on Léigh Anois website (Ranganna 1-4)

We have also launched two new digital maths programmes today – Numbots & Times Tables Rockstars. Login details have been included in learning packs. Numbots does begin with very easy tasks, but older children will fly through those and reach the higher levels quickly. 

Keyworker Supervised Learning

We have a number of families availing of the Keyworker supervised learning service at the moment. Moving forward, we will be under huge pressure from a staffing point of view to maintain this service, as well as catering for supported home learning and pupils in Ranganna 1-3 who will be returning to school on 8th March. I will be contacting all families who use this service in the next few days to ensure that the use of this service is their last resort and that children will be sent to school only where no other suitable childcare solution is available. We may also have to look at streamlining the service by selecting a common number of common days that suit all families. 

Upcoming Activities

We have a number of exciting activities planned for the next few weeks and will send details of each in due course. It is really important that all parents engage with the school facebook page, to keep up to date with these activities and with the various resources and support activities which are posted daily. Our upcoming activities will include:

· Relax Kids 

· REIM - E safety training for parents and pupils

· World Book Day

· St Patrick’s Day

· Seachtain na Gaeilge
We will also be posting a number of family tasks / challenges and look forward to seeing photos of all your efforts! I will also be posting a short questionaire for parents over the next few days which we will ask you to complete to help us plan for the period of supported home learning ahead of us. 

Ní neart go cur le chéile – We work better together!
Is mise le meas, 
Móna Uí Dhochartaigh (Príomhoide)
