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Our school crest is symbolic of our school ethos and portrays the smiling faces of happy children who are enjoying learning together. Each child in the crest is different, which portrays our diverse school community, where all children are cherished and encouraged to celebrate their individual talents. The inclusion of the image of Cnoc Uí Néill / Hill of O Neill highlights the important cultural link that we have with our ancestors and the bright colours depict the bright future which lies ahead of our boys and girls.
 
An Éide Scoile / Our School Uniform
 
We encourage our pupils to wear their school uniform with pride and to remember that they are ambassadors for our school when out in public in their uniform, whether they are on a school outing, or when out in the evenings in the local community.
 
We encourage parents / guardians to ensure that children are neat and tidy and dressed in full school uniform each day. Children should be dressed appropriately for the weather, with a warm coat in winter and should wear suitable footwear for outdoor play.
 
The uniform of Gaelscoil Aodha Rua consists of:
 
·   	navy jumper with school crest
·   	yellow polo-shirt with collar
·   	navy trousers / navy skirt
·   	navy shorts / gingham dresses (during good weather)
·   	black shoes or black / navy trainers
 
The yellow polo-shirt and navy jumper (with crest) are available from Kellys’ Drapery in Irish St, Dungannon.
 
We respectfully ask that parents / guardians purchase the yellow polo-shirt from Kellys’ Drapery, so that all t-shirts are the same shade of yellow.
 
Navy trousers / skirts can be purchased in a shop of your own choosing.

Names / Labels

Please ensure that you write your child’s name / attach a name label to the inside of your child’s school jumper / coat. We have a large amount of items of ‘lost property’ in the school from last year – many of which have no name on them. Please call in and take a look for any items of clothing that your child may has mislaid. 

Uniform Recycling Scheme

We also operate a uniform recycling scheme and have significant amounts of spare garments available in school for any family who would like to pick up some ‘pre-loved’ items of uniform. Please contact the school office if you wish to avail of this scheme.


 
Cótaí Scoile / School Coats
 
We discourage parents / guardians from purchasing a school coat, as children often get confused at the end of the school day and take home the wrong coat (even when initials are embroidered on the garment).
 
For child protection reasons, we discourage parents from printing their child’s name on coats / school-bags etc. as this may result in your child being easily identified / approached by name by a stranger or person of concern.

Málaí Scoile / School Bags
 
Pupils in Ranganna 1&2 do not necessarily need to bring a school-bag to school each day, as their home-work will be placed in a plastic folder each week. However, we realise that getting a new school-bag is somewhat of a novelty for young children when starting school and so we leave the decision on this at the discretion of parents / guardians.
 
In Ranganna 3-7, children will need to bring a school-bag to school each day, which is big enough to hold an A4 folder. Drinks bottles should not be stored in school-bags in case of spillages on school books.
 
Culaith Spóirt / Sports Kit
 
In a bid to minimise the cost of school uniform / equipment for parents / guardians, we do not currently have a specified school sports kit. We do have a navy polo-shirt for PE, which can be ordered from the school in September. However, this is not compulsory and children are free to wear their own sports gear to school on days when we have a designated physical activity. 
 
Seodra / Jewellery
 
Parents / guardians are asked to ensure that children do not wear jewellery (necklaces, rings, bracelets etc) to school, as these often cause a safety risk during out-door play and PE. Pupils are permitted to wear one pair of small ‘stud’ ear-rings, which do not hang below the ear-lobe.
 
Pupils are encouraged to wear an ordinary watch, to help with telling the time. In line with our child protection guidelines / e-safety policy, pupils are not permitted to wear smart watches which have internet access or the facility for making & receiving calls / taking photographs / recordings.
 
Gutháin Póca & Gléasanna Cliste / Mobile Phones & Smart Devices
 
Pupils are not permitted to bring mobile phones to school or on any school outing.
 
In exceptional circumstances, if a parent / guardian wishes to send a mobile phone to school with a child, so that they can be contacted after school hours (at a child-minders house / at an extra-curricular activity), the phone should be given to the class teacher by the parent / guardian on arrival to school that morning and will remain switched off in a locked drawer until the end of the school day.

Pupils are not permitted to wear smart-watches or to bring devices to school which have the capacity to connect to the internet, make recordings or take photographs. 

 
Smuidiú, Snas Ingne & Gruaig / Make-up, Nail Varnish & Hairstyles
 
Parents / guardians are respectfully asked to ensure that pupils do not wear make-up, false tan or nail varnish to school. Children with long hair are encouraged to tie their hair up during the school day, to minimise the possible spread of head-lice. 

Páirtnéireacht le Tuismitheoirí & Caomhnóirí / Partnership with Parents & Guardians

We aim to ensure that our school uniform is:

· Recognisable & reflective of our school ethos
· Presentable - creates a positive image of our school in the community
· Comfortable for children engaged in learning & play
· Value for money & does not place excessive financial pressure on parents / guardians
· Easily accessible in local shops
· Easily maintained / laundered

We recently invited parents / guardians to complete an online survey regarding our school uniform policy. We thank you for providing us with valuable feedback which shaped the review of this policy.
 
Ardmholadh / Praise & Commendation
 
We often receive messages of praise and commendation into the school from members of the public who have recognised our students by their school uniform when out on a school outing, or in the local community. They regularly praise the good behaviour and good manners of the children and often comment on how neat and tidy they look in their uniform.
We sincerely thank our parents / guardians for working in partnership with us to ensure that our pupils act as ambassadors for Gaelscoil Aodha Rua, ensuring that our school has a positive presence in the local community.
 
Go raibh míle maith agaibh!
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