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Gaelscoil Aodha Rua,



97, Bóthar Dhomhnach Mór,



Dún Geanainn,

C
Thír Eoghain.


BT70 1HD


Fón: 028 877 53762

gaelscoilaodharua@yahoo.ie
20 Márta 2020
A Thuismitheoir dhil,

As the situation regarding Covid 19 rapidly evolves, I feel that it is important for me to keep in touch with our school community, as this is a worrying, anxious time for us all. I pledge to you, that in making decisions at this time, the health, safety and welfare of all of our children, of our school staff, our collective families and communities are my greatest priority.
SCHOOL CLOSURES
The announcement by the Minister regarding school closures on Wednesday 18th March was made in line with best practice guidelines on ‘social distancing’, as a means of reducing the spread of Coronavirus. Our school staff and management board welcomed the decision to close schools, as the reality of keeping pupils 2m apart and the implications for health, safety and hygiene became more complicated as the days went on.  We also felt that in this crisis situation, it offered protection to our pupils, to our staff and to the families within our school from the spread of Covid 19. We were particularly mindful of the large numbers of cherished grandparents who collect children from our school daily and were comforted that we could offer them a level of protection from the spread of this virus, via grand-children who may have picked it up in school.

However, we mourned for the loss of contact with our precious pupils and in particular for the Rang 7 pupils, whose time here had Gaelscoil Aodha Rua had effectively been cut short. We mourned for the loss of the annual school events which have been postponed – our blessed sacraments, our Rang 7 graduation, Lá Spóirt and the much awaited trip to the Gaeltacht. We promise that we will do our utmost to re-create the joy of these events when we return to school. 

CONNECTED LEARNING PLANS

The closure of schools, posed a challenge to schools to plan for changes in the future approach to the education of our children. As you are aware, our staff worked tirelessly in the latter part of last week, to ensure that all children received a substantial pack of educational resources, tailor-made to their needs, to ensure that learning would continue at home, for the immediate future. Since then, our staff have mobilised and have plans in place for a more long-term arrangement, where we will endeavour to deliver all areas of the curriculum remotely, through a wide range of digital platforms. Details of these ‘connected learning’ plans will follow to parents and pupils very soon.

NURTURE & REASSURANCE

I send this letter with a very heavy heart and I am genuinely worried about the effect that this crisis will have on our little folks. They are worried and anxious and they know that the adults in their lives are worried and anxious too. Please be careful what you discuss in front of ‘little ears’ and make time every day to re-assure the children that so many people in the wider society are working very hard to keep us all safe. Use this time to re-connect as a family and to spend time together, just enjoying each other’s company. Children need to be nurtured right now, more than ever!
Be assured that we will ensure that their education and indeed their fluency in Irish will be maintained to the best of our ability. We pledge that we as a school, will do everything possible to maintain the high standards of teaching and learning that we aspire to, between now and June and indeed on our return to school in September. But we ask you to be mindful also, that your family life must continue around this ‘home-schooling’ scenario. Please do not overwhelm your child with too much school-work, especially in the coming days. It will take a while for everyone, Mums and Dads included, to get used to these arrangements. 

I will be available by e mail during school hours every day and I will be forwarding details of a home-school communication system for every class in the coming days. A second letter regarding the children of ‘key workers’ will also be published this evening. Please keep an eye on the school website for updates.

Tabhair aire daoibh féin agus do dhaltaí beaga na Gaelscoile san am atá le teacht.

Look after yourselves and our little folks in the days and weeks ahead.

Le gach dea-ghuí,

Móna Ui Dhochartaigh

Príomhoide

